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Welcome to Rødding Højskole!

We have looked forward to welcoming you to our school. We will do our 

best to give you a lifetime’s experience; however, in order to succeed we 

depend on your attitude. We therefore expect you to be active and attend 

the teaching as well as the common assemblies and arrangements, 

which are compulsory; furthermore, that you show your fellow students 

due respect and obey the rules established by the school. See 

responsibility and solidarity.

Please bear in mind that you are here at your option.

*

A

Absence: If for some reason you need to leave the school, please do 

either:

a) In case of a few hours, please inform the teachers of the class you miss, 

or b) In case of a whole day or more, please inform the principals.

During your stay at the school we are responsible for you. We therefore 

need to know if you are leaving, so that we don't panic, imagining all 

sorts of unfortunate things.

Agenda: You will !nd the agenda for today, for instance information 

about lectures, excursions, parties, etc., on the whiteboard by the dining 

hall entrance.

Alcohol: No Alcoholic drinking during the week. Party time is Friday 

evenings and Saturdays with no alcohol limits, as long as you regain 

!tness and soberness by Monday morning. See also freedom and 

responsibility.

Anja: The female part of the principal couple Anja and Mads Rykind-

Eriksen; she is also married to Mads. Contrary to Mads, she has a quiet 

pace and is known for her ‘steady now!’ See also Principal, Mads and hot 

spot.

Athletics: The school owns various equipment for sports and games for 

everyone to use indoor in Køreladen (our gymnasium/ auditorium) if it is 

free. If your want more advanced equipment, we recommend the 

facilities in Rødding Centret.

B

Bar: See Café.

Bar Committee: The bar committee is in charge of buying and selling in 

connection with parties, possibly together with the activity committee 

and the on-call teacher. The committee consists of two members from 

each corridor group who are elected at the !rst corridor meeting, gently 

supervised by a teacher.

Barn: In the West Wing is the old cowshed, now called the barn. In the 

barn you will !nd the workshops for ceramics and glassware as well as 

the school caretaker’s workshop. If you have a bicycle you park it in the 

barn. See also cow.

Basic Rules: We have 3 basic rules at the school, which are absolutely 

indisputable; disobeying them will affect your stay at the school. See 

alcohol, compulsory attendance, and narcotic drugs.

Bedtime: Your free time is your private matter. If you keep late hours, 

please behave quietly in the corridors after 11 p.m. No raised voices, 

please. Go to the sitting room if you wish to have loud discussions, or 

need to work off your frustration by shouting if you lose a table football 

match. See also responsibility, solidarity, and wake-up.

Beer-relay: A classic Rødding activity. See also café and parties.

Bell: We do not have a bell at the school; we trust that you are capable of 

being in time for teaching and meals and other compulsory attendances. 

See also wake-up call.

Board: See Whiteboard. 

C

Café: In the basement under the music room is the café, colloquially ‘the 

bar’, which has been furnished and decorated by a former group of 

students. Here the committees are free to make imaginative and exciting 

arrangements, of course within reason and responsibility. The café is 

open on Saturday evenings. See also Mads and hot spot.

Cake: Cake to go with your coffee - yummy!

Caretaker: Our school caretaker is called Bent and he can !x almost 

anything; besides he is an excellent player, hard to beat in any game - 

just go ahead and challenge him. See also caretaker’s pad.

Caretaker’s Pad: On the notice board next to the kitchen door (opposite 

the newspaper corner) there is a pad and a pen. If you observe anything 

that needs mending, please make a note - remember to date and sign 

your note.

Ceramics: In the barn you will !nd the pottery with bench lathes and 

kilns. 

Children: The principals and some of the teachers at Rødding Højskole live 

at the school together with their families, including children of different 

ages, and they are part of your everyday life here.  Occasionally, students 

have children and bring them along.

Cigarettes: See smoking.

Cinema: Once upon a time the local cinema was at downtown Rødding 

and the sign is still there; however, the cinema is at Rødding Centret. 
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There are two halls, a big 3D hall and a small hall, both equipped with 

digital sound systems. They show the newest movies and often have !rst 

performances.

Cleaning: The student groups are responsible for keeping their corridors 

clean; and, furthermore, a class room/ common room is assigned to you 

and your group. Your personal room is your own business. If you have 

questions or need help, contact the matron. See also responsibility.

Coffee: If you are dying for coffee, don't panic, coffee is always within 

reach somewhere on the premises. See also evening coffee and sitting 

room.

Committee: A group of students that arranges the various activities. See 

bar committee and party committee. Join a committee and take part in 

decision making.  See also responsibility and solidarity.

Common Meeting: Once a week we hold a common meeting on which 

the students make decisions, the committees exchange information, etc. 

The corridor groups take turns as chairmen.

Compulsory Attendance: Meals, morning assemblies, and classes are 

compulsory. See basic rules.

Computer: We attach great importance to using modern communication 

technology in our teaching, and we therefore furnish all our long-term 

students with portable computers. In return, we expect that you take 

good care of your computer and use it for work together with your fellow 

students. 

Corridor groups: You and your corridor neighbours make up a corridor 

group; a corridor group shares the cleaning and kitchen duties, as well as 

social arrangements for instance morning assemblies and tour des 

chambers.

Corridor meeting: Once a week the corridor groups meet with a teacher 

to discuss cleaning and kitchen duties.

Cow: In the Ceramic workshop, which is part of the barn, you may sense a 

smell of cow. How come? In the early days when farming was part of the 

school’s activities, the barn was a cowshed; we simply cannot get rid of 

the smell and just have to live with it.

D

Dining Hall: All meals are served in the dining hall. Go through 

Vandrehallen (the room with the table tennis) and you will !nd the 

dining hall at the end. The dining hall can hold about190 visitors.

Doctor: If you need a doctor, contact Lægehuset (doctors’ house) at 

Rødding, telephone 74 84 19 40. See illness.

E

East Wing: In the school yard, opposite the Library Wing, is the East Wing 

where you will !nd various classrooms, the lecture halls and the 

gymnasium (Køreladen). There is also a Winter Garden connecting the 

halls and the rooms in the East Wing.

Evening Coffee: At 9 p.m. (or just after the evening programme), evening 

coffee is served in the sitting room; occasionally with a piece of cake. See 

also cake and sitting room.

F

First Aid: First aid remedies are available at the office. In case of urgency 

during the day, contact a teacher or another member of the staff; during 

the evening or night contact the on-call teacher. In case of a serious 

accident or someone is seriously injured, call 112 which is the number of 

the official alarm centre. State your name and explain what has 

happened, where and when it happened, and where you are calling 

from. The alarm centre people speak English and several other 

languages.

Flor’s Hus: The house opposite the main house, across the schoolyard, is 

named Flor’s Hus (hus = house) after Professor Christian Flor who in 1844 

founded Rødding Højskole, the earliest folk high school in Denmark; the 

folk high school movement is a special Danish concept, caused by the 

circumstances in Denmark at that time. Today, Flor’s Hus is the residence 

for one of the teacher families and there is also a classroom called Store 

Flor. 

Free Weekend: About every third weekend during your stay is a free 

weekend. No official programme. You may of course stay at the school 

during the free weekends. See also Students' weekend and Rødding 

weekend.

Freedom of Speech: At the school, you are free to express your thoughts 

in speech, in discussions through music etc., and we would appreciate 

that you hold a morning assembly, sharing your enthusiasm for 

something special to you. There are countless opportunities for bringing 

up subjects for discussion and debate.

G

General Information: During morning assemblies, lunch time and dinner 

time, the teachers and the staff, and also your fellow students will give 

you common information. You will !nd the agenda for the day and 

important messages on the whiteboard by the dining hall entrance. See 

also agenda. 

Gul Stue: Means ‘yellow room’ because it is yellow-painted. It is the 

classroom next to Sibirien located in the East Wing.
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H

Hot Spot: The spot in the bar where Mads and Anja experienced their !rst 

romance as students at Rødding Højskole. Watch out, it can happen to 

anybody.

Højskolesangbogen: Community singing is a fundamental element in the 

folk high school institution; community singing encourages the solidarity 

and is at the same time entertainment and learning. The folk high 

schools have their own songbook called ‘Højskolesangbogen’ introducing 

you to songs about language, history, society, culture, nature etc. 

I

Illness: Call the office in the morning if you are absent due to ill-health or 

ask one of your fellow students to give the information at the morning 

assembly if you are unable to come. Please stay in your room all day till 

you are well again in order to limit the danger of infection. If you need a 

doctor, call Rødding Lægehus (the doctors’ house at Rødding) on 

74 84 19 40. See also First Aid.

Internet: Our wireless network is at your disposal all round the clock; 

however, we wish to emphasize that the Internet is primarily a working 

tool, and downloads which do not relate to the school subjects and 

exceed common use of the Internet are not allowed.

J

K

Kavaler%øj: (The Cavalier Wing). The wing is connected with the main 

house. Here you !nd the school office and the sitting room.

Kitchen: Henrik, Dorthe, Connie and Anne rule the kitchen. They make 

food of high value to keep you healthy and !t. They welcome 

suggestions, ideas and recipes. See Meals.

Køreladen: It means Drive-in Barn. It is located in the East Wing, and it is 

the biggest hall at the school. Back in time when the school was also 

doing farming, it was a drive-in barn where the horse-drawn carriages 

went in and loaded the corn. We use it for sports and games as well as for 

drama and concerts. See also Theatre.

L

Languages: At Rødding Højskole Danish is the main language. All 

information is given in Danish language and with a summary in English 

at the beginning of the stay. Apart from speci!c subjects in English 

language, the teaching is in Danish. The morning assemblies are in 

Danish, but we welcome students to hold morning assemblies in English, 

sharing a subject for which they are enthusiastic. In your free time you 

may of course speak whatever language you wish, but we recommend 

that you take the opportunity of obtaining as many language qualities as 

possible during your stay.

Laundry: In the school laundry there are two washing machines and one 

tumbler. Until noon, the laundry is occupied by the school; therefore no 

washing until after noon.

The office sells washing coins.

Leaks: Rødding Højskole is an old school, established in 1844, in fact the 

!rst school of its kind, and some of the old buildings are a bit leaky from 

time to time - leaky windows, and running water - especially in 

Vandrehallen. If you notice leaks please make a note in the caretaker’s 

pad.

Lecture Hall: Go through the Winter Garden in the East Wing and you will 

!nd it. See also morning assembly and hiring out.

Le Mans: A go-cart race in the school yard. First you make your own go-

cart and then you go for it! This is a true Rødding Højskole classic.

Library Wing: Here the school library is located. The library is a nice and 

peaceful place for reading a book and/ or computer working. The library 

is also used for literature classes, and it holds an impressive book 

collection. Besides, there are four rooms in the library wing which are 

primarily used for guest lecturers and week course participants. The 

public library is located at Rødding Centret.

M

Mads: The male part of the principal couple Mads and Anja Rykind-

Eriksen; he is also married to Anja; he is known by his rapid pace and his 

carrying voice and he is the only one who calls the bar the café. See also 

Principal, Anja, speedy excursions, and hot spot.

Main House: The main house of the school contains the dining hall, the 

kitchen, the readers’ corner with the daily papers, and the principal’s 

residence. 

Matron: The matron is overall responsible for the cleaning at the school. 

She is called Inger; don’t mess about or she will come after you.

Meals: To eat is more than just !lling your bellies as quickly as possible in 

order to keep you from starving to death between the meals. At Rødding 

Højskole, we all together share and enjoy the school kitchen's healthy, 

delicious and homemade food in the dining hall. Besides, general 

information is given at the meals. See also general information, kitchen, 

and solidarity.

Meal Times: From Monday to Friday, breakfast is served between 7.30 

and 8.15 a.m., lunch at 12.00 a.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. In weekends, 

brunch is between 11.00 and 11.30 a.m., and at the same time you can 
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pack a lunch box if you wish. In case of special arrangements, we will 

keep you informed. See also compulsory attendance, kitchen, and meals.

Mobile phone: See telephone. 

Morning Assembly: Morning assemblies are informal common meetings, 

however compulsory, which take place all mornings at 8.30 a.m. 

Normally the teachers take turns holding the morning assemblies, but if 

you burn for a subject or an idea and would like to share it with us all, you 

are most welcome to hold a morning assembly. See also compulsory 

attendance.

Movies: See projector and Cinema.

Music room: Next to Flor’s Hus, is the wing called ‘Lille Fløj’ where the 

music room and the instruments are.  It is possible to establish a studio 

here. Just go ahead and use it, but please keep the door closed to allow 

peace and quiet for everybody else, especially at nights when we all need 

a good sleep.

N

Narcotic Drugs: Narcotics are illegal. If we catch you possessing, obtaining 

or using any kind of narcotics you are immediately dismissed from the 

school. See Basic Rules. 

Neigbourhood: See responsibility, solidarity, corridor groups, and 

bedtime.

O

Office: Here you will meet Gitte, the principals' secretary and a very kind 

and helpful person who is prepared to assist you in solving any kind of 

practical matter, if possible. You will also meet Gudrun who is the one to 

whom you make payments for your stay, materials, study tours, etc. If 

you fall ill, you must report to the office before 8.15 a.m., telephone No. 

74 84 22 84. See also opening hours.

On-call Teacher: The teachers take turns to keep watch. The on-call 

teacher is responsible for the practical matters at the school. On the 

whiteboard at the dining room entrance you will !nd the name and 

telephone number of today’s and the week-end’s on-call teacher.

Opening Hours: Rødding Højskole, like any other folk high school, is open 

24 hours a day; however, the office is only open in daytime because Gitte 

and Gudrun also have their personal lives and their families to attend to.

P

Parties: The more the better. If you like, join the bar committee or a party 

committee.

Party Committee: Well in advance of a large party, a party committee is 

appointed and given the task of arranging the party theme, decoration, 

dress code etc., sometimes together with the bar committee. Feel free to 

join the party committees. One of the corridor groups is usually in charge 

of the weekend parties and other activities but everyone is welcome to 

take a share.

Principal: Mads and Anja Rykind-Eriksen are the principals of Rødding 

Højskole.  They are married to each other and are the parents of seven 

children. See also Anja, Mads, hot spot, and high speed excursions.

Principal’s Residence: One half of the main house is the official principal’s 

private home. See also Mads and Anja, and Main house.

Projector: The school has a number of trolleys fully equipped with 

projectors, DVD and video players, loud speakers, and computer devices; 

you may use them if they are not in use for teaching purpose, and you 

can watch football on the big screen in either of the lecture halls if they 

are not occupied. 

Q

Quarrel: At folk high schools we talk, debate, and discuss - we don't 

quarrel. See also responsibility and solidarity. 

R

Rent a school: It has become popular among companies, organisations, 

clubs, and private persons to hold arrangements at folk high schools, 

including Rødding Højskole, as we have room for quite a lot of people. 

Therefore, the premises are sometimes rather crowded and the halls and 

teaching rooms may be occupied (in particular, the big lecture hall and 

Røddingstuen).

Responsibility: It is the school's responsibility that you get competent 

and interesting teaching, healthy food, and that you get a good social 

life. It is up to you to make the most of these possibilities; however, we 

expect that you show your pals due respect. We consider you a grown 

person capable of undertaking responsibility. See also Freedom and 

solidarity.

Rooms: Your personal room is your own responsibility. However, at the 

end of your stay you are to deliver it in proper condition, as it was given 

to you upon your arrival at the school. If you need assistance with the 

cleaning, ask the matron.  If you !nd anything broken write it in the 

caretaker’s pad or, in case of emergency, contact the caretaker.

Rødding Centret:  This is the local centre for sports and culture; here you 

will !nd the cinema, the public library, the public swimming baths, and 

the bowling alleys. See www.rcenter.dk

Røddingstuen: It means the ‘Rødding Hall’; from the start it was both the 

school gymnasium and the assembly hall; later on it was rebuilt and 

http://www.rcenter.dk
http://www.rcenter.dk
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served as church hall for the newly established independent church. 

Today it is one of our two lecture halls, located in the East Wing. 

Rødding Weekend: Every third weekend the teachers make 

arrangements, sometimes together with the student committees, such 

as excursions, hockey tournaments, parties etc. See also Students’ 

weekends and free weekends.

S

School Yard: In the middle of the school houses is the school yard, 

welcoming students and visitors to the school. We also use it for Rødding 

Le Mans.

Sibirien: (Siberia). It is a classroom next to Gul Stue in the East Wing 

which certainly is not far away; how it got its name, we don’t know.

Sitting Room: Next to the office is the sitting room which is a cosy place 

for relaxation, games, for instance table football, and movies, or just 

being together in front of the !replace. The evening coffee is served here.

Smoking: Rødding Højskole is a no-smoking school. No indoor smoking 

at all! That includes your room as well. You may smoke in the outdoor 

areas as long as it is not a bother to your fellow students and to the staff. 

Always chuck your dog-ends in the ashtrays, please. 

Solidarity: The most important thing during a folk high school stay is the 

solidarity and the fellowship, which grow out of being together for the 

teaching, at the meals, and at the parties, etc. We expect that you take 

active part both as a participant and as a maker. See also freedom and 

responsibility. 

Songbook: See Højskolesangbogen.

Speedy Excursions: Excursions at a teary speed conducted by Mads, and 

most of the times they are at least twice as long as he says.

Sports: In the East Wing we have the big gymnasium for athletics and 

ball games. See also Køreladen, Rødding Centret, and Theatre.

Store Fløj: (Big Wing) is the big house by the stream with the students’ 

rooms. There is also a wing called Lille Fløj (Little Wing), see music room.

Store Flor: (Big Flor). Store Flor is a classroom in Flor’s Hus, which is 

mainly used for teaching politics. Once there was also a classroom called 

Lille Flor (Little Flor), which is now part of the teacher residence in the 

house.

Students' Weekends: About every third weekend during your stay are a 

student weekends. The students are free to make arrangements for these 

weekends, perhaps assisted by the activity committee (excursions and 

the like) or the social party committee (parties and the like). See also free 

weekend and Rødding weekend. 

T

Table Football: In the sitting room you are free to beat whoever you 

chose, just play by the rules.

Table Tennis: At Rødding Højskole table tennis is a great game. Now you 

know. Beat the teachers or the caretaker - if you can! The table tennis is in 

Vandrehallen.

Table Verse: Before lunch, we join in the singing of a single verse of a 

song in order to emphasize the importance of being together at the 

meals. See also solidarity, compulsory attendance, meals, mealtimes, 

and The Folk High School Songbook.

Telephone: You may use your mobile phone as much as you like except at 

morning assemblies, during teaching, and during meals; however, we 

suggest that you meet with people whenever it is possible. See also 

responsibility, solidarity.

Television: The school has a television room, which is seldom used. See 

solidarity.

Theatre: In Køreladen there is a stage with stage lighting, and we 

welcome almost all kinds of play-acting and concerts.

Tour des Chambres: Why not? See also bar committee, parties, and party 

committee.

U

V

Vandrehallen: The big room between the main house and the dining hall. 

Originally, it was an atrium, i.e. a room with no ceiling; now it is the table 

tennis room, and here you !nd the big whiteboard; it is by the dining hall 

entrance.

Vinterhaven: (The Winter Garden). See East Wing.

Visitors: We always welcome your friends and your family at the school. 

They are welcome to join the meals and/ or stay overnight, however, at a 

low cost; please pay at the office and please also remember to !ll in a 

note well in advance of the visit.

W

Wake-up: Some people !nd it very difficult to get up in the morning. If 

that includes you we recommend that you get help from a fellow 

student. We do not offer wake-up calls.  See also bell.

Web Server: On the school server you will !nd all relevant documents, 

photos, videos, etc. necessary for your teaching and studies, and upon 

your arrival we supply you with passwords and codes.  
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Weekend: There are three kinds of weekends at the school. Please pay 

attention to the special weekend meal times. See student weekend, free 

weekend and Rødding weekend. 

Whiteboard: On your way to the dining room you pass a big whiteboard 

on which you will !nd general information, such as kitchen duties, on-

call teachers, the agenda for the day, etc. You are responsible for keeping 

yourself informed and updated. You can write on the whiteboard with a 

felt-tip pen. See also general information.

X

Y

Z

Zap: You are free to zap as much as you like as long as you do not disturb 

others. See freedom, responsibility, sitting room, solidarity, television. 
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